BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, July 13, 2010
6:00 P.M.

At 6:00 pm Comm. Steele called the regular meeting of the board to order with the following in attendance.


Comm. Knepper    

Elizabeth Heathcote

Solicitor Hovis

Comm.
 Silberstein  

Scott DePoe


Solicitor Fazinni

Comm. Granholm

Jeff Sholly


Debra Hatley


Comm. Jones


Bob Miller









Comm. Steele announced that an executive session was held on July 12, 2010 to discuss a personnel issue.

Minutes
On motion of Comm. Granholm, seconded by Comm. Knepper, the minutes for June 8th, 2010 were approved as presented. Vote 5 yes.
Payment of Bills


On motion of Commissioner Knepper, seconded by Commissioner Silberstein, the following bills for June were approved for payment:


General Fund

          $   839,199.44
 

Sewer Revenue Fund
               120,718.91


Intermunicipal Sewer Fund           9,672.91


Stormwater Mgr.                           1,815.00


General Capital Reserve              18,085.72 


Street Light


          275.77


TOTAL

           $  989,767.75   



Professional Service



 Non-Reimbursable 

   $13,553.46 
Scholarship
Presentations


Terry Fix and Barry Myers awarded scholarships to the following:


Allyssa Myers





Zachery Overmiller



Jacqueline Dell-Shearer



Susan Lentz
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Terry Fix:  York Township has supported the scholarship awards for 14 years.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jim

McDowell
Owns property at 2985 South Queen Street.  Stiles family had 7 children and 7 lots were created for them to construct homes along Queen Street.  In 1924 a section of the highway was abandoned.  Those 7 houses haven’t been built.  


PennTire has a dozen trucks that they park there.  It is an eye sore for the community.  PennTire owns 16,000 sq. feet on that side (west) of Queen Street.  I have picked up trash and beer bottles.


I was told that the road could be vacated.  I would want control of it.  PennTire would get some of it.  What can be done?  If you vacate it, it would be my road and I could close it.  The way it is now the police use it and people dump their trash there.


Comm. Steele:  We understand your comments and will look into it.


Attorney Hovis:  For any abandonment proceedings, if you have any documents that would be helpful….they would be appreciated.

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Station 34

Red Lion
Assistant Chief Joe Yahnke gave a power point presentation. (copy in minute book)  Red Lion Fire Company brought several pieces of equipment and the board recessed the meeting to allow everyone to look over the equipment in the parking lot.

Heather

Goebler
Red Lion Senior Center. Heather described the activities provided at the Red Lion Senior Center and the number of people they are serving.  They are working on a pilot program to offer the first York County evening meal program to local seniors.


They are working on up-grading the center.  They have waiting lists for programs. They are supported by the York Area Agency on Aging, grants and donations. She asked if they could meet with the recreation department to see if there are duplications of services and classes offered, 
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and see if we have space that they could use at times.  She hoped that the board would consider them in their next budget. 

Dallastown

Courtyard of

Honor
Comm. Jones:  The Courtyard of Honor program was started at the school district by the Education Foundation.   

Dr. Bill Thompson: I appreciate this opportunity to meet with you tonight and share our project. It’s been a long time we’ve been thinking about a project for the educational foundation. This is our first major project and it’s called the Courtyard of Honor. Dr. Thompson introduced Kevin Marquet and Dr. Susan Cathcart. A short video was shown.
Because of the major focus of the Courtyard of Honor I volunteered to be the chairman of the committee. I am a veteran.  I am a Vietnam veteran, and I swore how we were treated when we came home would never happen to our veterans again.  Our country, our freedom that we have is because of them and the young men and women that are serving today.  That’s what the courtyard of honor is all about. 
Why is this important?  For the last 2-3 generations we have had a volunteer army, by looking at most of the people in this room you may know someone who wore your country’s uniform, you would know someone personally, someone in your family or a friend that served their country.  That’s not true anymore.  We have a whole generation of students that may not recognize the sacrifice that our men, women and families go through in order to keep our country free and keep our standard of living the way it is.  That’s why a Courtyard of Honor is important for students.  They have to know that our freedom didn‘t come without a price.  They have to know to honor those that have served.  That is one of the major focuses for the Courtyard of Honor.  

We have been working the last five months raising funds for this. We are at the stage where we are ready to start the building project.  I have been very grateful to Dr. Jones and to the township engineer and the people that have been helping us as partners in putting this together.  We are hopefully meeting all of the needs of the township and will be presenting a building permit to you within the next two weeks.  If there are fees that you can waive we would appreciate that.  We ask you to be partners on this, which I think is a noble gesture and an educational opportunity.

Keith Marquet:  Thank you for your time, we greatly appreciate it.  If you refer to the packet presented to you, you will find the breakdown for the 
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budget, which was submitted to the committee, March 2010. The total project budget comes in at $96,000. One of our business partners, Stewart & Tate, donated $10,000 in labor.

There is a brochure showing what the courtyard will look like.  There will be flags representing each branch of the Armed Forces and between each flag will be a black granite memorial or honorarium that will have anybody that contributes $100 or higher will have their name in honor or in memory of …that will be lighted.
The balance of the contents of the packets that I presented to you, this is our capital campaign solicitation packet. You will find an excel spread sheet showing the contributions already received.  You will notice quite a few small donations.  To drive home Dr. Thompson’s point, it’s a public space solely funded through public donations.  We have received 151 donations to date. On behalf of the Educational Foundation Board we humbly request your partnership in this endeavor.

The honor plate that will go in the black granite memorial would be a 2 x 4” name plate that will have ‘in honor of’ or ‘in memory of’, and any donation of $100 would get that plate.

Dr. Thompson:  The veteran does not have to be a graduate of Dallastown.  We need the name, rank and branch of service and years served.

Comm. Silberstein:  Do we know the cost of the building permit fees?  We’ve done this before for the school district.  

Elizabeth Heathcote:  No.

Comm. Silberstein: I would make a motion that we waive the fees associated with this project and that would be the contribution of the township.

Comm. Granholm:  Second.

Vote: 5 yes.

John

Bowders
Summer Reading 2010: I know that the agenda said Summer Reading, but that’s not quite ready yet.  Tonight I’m going to discuss a couple of items of mail that I received the last month.
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I received a lovely post card from Keystone Custom Homes. I understand that they mailed out hundreds of these and I received one inviting me to an information meeting at the club house on June 14, where I could learn more about how to support the continuation of golf at Springwood.  Since I live next to Springwood I was interested.  I showed up with my invitation and was met at the door by Matt DeRose. Matt DeRose of Heritage Hills, who told me I was barred from the property and he escorted me to my home.  I talked with four of my neighbors and people from Heritage Hills. They want the citizens to come to you and demand that you keep golf at Bridgewater.  They still have a plan to link the two golf courses, approximately 9 holes at each of them.  Keystone wants to keep 4 holes of golf in the valley, which would be the common open space at Bridgewater. We went through that during the hearing and you decided to approve the TND without golf. 
Since the Bridgewater hearing we have gotten smarter thanks to Judge Kelly who did the legal research and explained to us that under the law you can’t have golf in the common open space. The common open space is for the benefit of the residents of the TND.  That’s why you voted down the Heritage Hills TND by a vote of 4-0 because it used the common open space for golf.  I’m giving you a heads up to expect to see Marc Kaplan, our favorite leprechaun, back here again sometime soon and he is going to argue that you should put golf back in Bridgewater.  Don’t be surprised. Start thinking now what your reaction will be when that happens.  You’ve been warned. 


The second piece of mail that I received was from Stock & Leader, and when you receive something with a blue backer and delivered by Fed Ex truck you know trouble is brewing sure enough.
You know I filed a land use appeal on the Planning Commission approval of Bridgewater. When a land use appeal is filed it’s the agency, York Township’s, obligation to turn over the entire record to the Prothonotary’s Office. That includes the plan set, which in the case of Bridgewater is big enough to choke a horse, it’s 180 pages big.  Apparently when they went to submit the plan set they were advised because the pages were oversized there would be an oversized document fee, coming to $656.50 total.  

Under the court rules that’s the municipality’s obligation to pay that.  What did York Township do? They could have gone back to Keystone Homes, we are going to defend this and need $656.50, but they didn’t do that.  They could have gone to RGS and ask for it to be put on a DVD, but they didn’t do that.
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What they did was file a motion for the appellant to pay the administrative fees associated with the filing of oversize exhibits.  Wonder what it cost for them to do this?  Stock and Leader wanted me to pay the township’s fee for oversize documents. 


There was a hearing on June 10 before Judge Renn and Patrick Fazinni was there. And he’s a fine young lawyer, and he did an excellent job trying to explain the situation to the judge, but he wasn’t moved.  His response was what authority was there for shifting the administrative cost to the appellant? 


There is no authority. York Township doesn’t want to pay it.  I admit it’s a burden for the taxpayers to pay the $656.50.  There wasn’t a good answer to satisfy Judge Renn.  Things were going bad enough and then Davey Jones jumped into the argument. Judges don’t like it when it’s 2 on 1.  The punch line is the township’s motion was denied, so you paid Stock and Leader to draft that, you paid two Stock & Leader lawyers to show up in court and you will have to pay $656.50 for the oversize documents unless you can get someone to put them in electronic form, which they should be, and submit to the court.  The court administrator’s trainee was there and she said they would like them in that form. 


Judge Renn asked the question and Patrick and Davey Jones weren’t able to answer…….what efforts has the township made to resolve this issue?


I am renewing the offer that I’ve made to this board before to discuss the settlement of this matter.  I think it’s important to do that.  Check your Stock and Leader bill next month to see if you got your money’s worth after this debacle.
Brad

Hengst
Asked the BOC to consider a waiver request for the 100’ well-septic system isolation distance for a parcel located at 580 Arbor Drive.  The existing system is malfunctioning and the owners are not able to occupy the house.  


The BOC was concerned about the well water, but it was determined that the home owners would be able to have their water checked as frequently as they wanted.
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On motion of Comm. Knepper, seconded by Comm. Jones, the board approved the request for a 60’ well-septic isolation distance at 580 Arbor Drive.  Vote 5 yes.

COMMISSIONER’S AGENDA

Comm.

Knepper
DVD: I’m satisfied with the DVD, I understand that the staff is comfortable with the arrangement from this month.


Lead Paint:  I believe that the new regulations for lead paint are significant and that there could be problems with violating a containment area.  I would recommend that our inspectors all get certified.


I would like to make a motion that we send all of our codes people to class for training and certification in residential lead paint.


Comm. Granholm:  Second.  I can probably arrange that for the staff.  Pennsylvania is 2nd in the USA for number of homes with lead paint.

Vote 5 yes.


Stump Park:  Very impressive.  I am proud to be a part of it.


YARP:  At the last YARP meeting 3 officers retired:



Sgt. Galen Stabley – 39 years of service



Sgt. Bill Thoman – 32 years of service



Sgt. Pat Gundel – 37 years of service


3 officers were promoted to sergeant:



Sgt. Tobin Zech



Sgt. Weyth Barley, Jr. 



Sgt. Jeffry Dunbar


1 officer was promoted to corporal:



Cpl. Michael Georgiou


Officer Michael R. Zinn Jr. was transferred to an investigative assignment in the Investigation Unit.  He was also awarded the Optimists Law Enforcement Officer of the Year award.
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Officer Peter Montgomery will be assigned to the Crime Prevention Unit in the Investigation Unit. 


Comm. Jones: I happen to be in a position to see the impact these three sergeants had on the young people in our area.  I knew these three guys that retired.  I was a coach for Galen when he played football.  Sgt. Thoman was interactive with the school with educational programs as well as enforcement issues.  Sgt. Gundel had a personality that the kids interacted with beautifully.  York Township has benefited greatly from   108 years of service from these three officers.  I wish them well.


Comm. Knepper:  YARP is recognized as one of the premier police forces in the state.  We are very proud of them.  They are excellent people.


Forensic Vehicle: The commission made a motion to purchase a used vehicle from the Border Patrol to be used as a forensic vehicle.  If it is purchased, I will make arrangements to have it brought to a meeting.

Comm. Steele:  That vehicle was parked in front of the police station over the weekend.  The police chief was proud of the fact that it was 4’ longer than Northern Regional’s vehicle.
Comm.

Silberstein 
I have a concern relative to the tractor trailer and now station wagon parked at the old Getty station at Rt. 24 and 124.  I understand that there’s a zoning violation that has been issued.  My concern is can we put any more teeth in our zoning ordinance, so when a violation can be remedied short of the 30 days’ notice for a cease and desist and a second letter for the violation?

Solicitor Hovis:  That has long been a frustration of every municipality.  The enforcement provisions of the MPC are that we comply with all 7 steps and giving the opportunity to begin to cure and to finally cure and have an appeal period, that’s why when we run across situations like this we look to other codes to see if there are other violations that we can enforce under Property Maintenance.  We understand the slow pace in enforcing them.


Comm. Silberstein:  Where we have this new ordinance about parking tractor trailers or trash haulers in the township, whether or not…..this isn’t the first time we’ve had an instance of a trailer was the source of a zoning violation.  I’m curious whether or not we can modify the ordinance on the books to possibly add some…….that’s a $600 fine for the trash haulers to just be parked on township roads.
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Solicitor Hovis:  This tractor trailer is parked on private property not on our road. The other is enforced under our parking regulations.  Once again the parking of abandoned vehicles, boats, cars on someone’s property is more a use violation under the zoning ordinance. If it’s a nuisance or a violation of the Property Maintenance Code, we try to look at another code for an immediate citation instead of enforcement notice.


Comm. Silberstein:  I was just trying to see if we could provide more teeth.  I suspect the members of the board would be more than willing to enact some kind of legislation to preclude this kind of thing from happening on an ongoing basis.
Comm.

Jones
I attended the vehicle rescue training session at Station 19.  The instructor was a Harrisburg Fire Fighter, 1992 graduate of Dallastown.  It was very well done.  The fire fighters distinguished themselves.  I was impressed with the dedication of service and equipment, the willingness to learn how to use these ‘jaws of life’ and cutting tools to extract people from vehicles.  


I liked to thank Comm. Granholm for arranging the lead paint workshop.


On July 1st I was in the building and was advised that a babysitting workshop was taking place downstairs sponsored by the Red Cross. I interacted a little bit with the participants.  It was well done.  Monica Newcomb coordinated the event.  The people from the Red Cross were very impressed with the attendees as well as our facilities. 

I attended the May 20th EMA session.  It was very interesting and the dedicated service is evident in that room.


We have received the paving schedule for the township…it looks good. I’m very impressed with the work that the crews have done on Honey Valley Road.


I continue to meet with the fire chiefs.  I am very proud of their work and the most important thing is not that I am proud but they are proud of their work.  I’m glad for the display tonight, and I’m looking forward to the other companies coming to our meeting.  I thank you for your enthusiasm and attention.

 
I received information from Rep. Miller and Saylor about a Vietnam War and Era Veterans special recognition ceremony on Thursday, October 7, 2010.
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Comm.

Granholm


Powder Mill & Dew Drop Road:  There were two accidents recently, one I witnessed.  That road seems to have the volume picking up.  The intersection at Dew Drop is just a two way stop and people are dashing across. I’d like to make a motion that we authorize a traffic and engineering study to see if a 4 way stop is warranted.


Comm. Knepper:  Second.


Vote 5 yes.


Comm. Jones:  I contacted both representatives about the local municipal police departments being able to use radar. 


Brush Collection: It grows ever more popular.  I have talked to several people asking is there any way we can make brush collection more frequent or extend the hours? Can we evaluate the cost to extend hours or add an extra day every other month?  I know it’s quite a bit of labor, but I think it would be well appreciated if we can find a way to do it.

Comm. Knepper: Have the hours been an issue?  We’ve never turned anyone away.  Maybe if they came later in the day.  I stopped by Saturday and thanked the guys for working in the rain.


Scott DePoe:  I would not want to do it during normal work hours.  It is done on overtime on Saturday.   

Comm. Granholm: Can you come up with some numbers if you add another Saturday, maybe just in the summer?  
Elizabeth Heathcote:  It’s not 12 months, but in spring and fall we may need 2 Saturdays a month.

Comm. Granholm:  We recently appointed a number of people to our ZHB and Planning Commission. We may want to think about updating and reevaluating our procedures for selecting and qualifying and adding training for our new members. We will be looking at new zoning ordinances.  We appointed a lot of new members and I think they would benefit from some training.  
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Red Lion Senior Center:  For me I think it’s a marvelous use of resources and I think we need to be a much bigger participant and contributor.  I’d like to volunteer to work with Debra and the folks at the Red Lion Senior Center
and maybe come up with some ways we can be a bigger player to expand the services and activities. I know for my grandparents, when they were alive, it was the highlight of their day to go there. 

Comm. Jones:  It’s a wonderful idea.  The number of participants from York Township really surprised me.

Comm. Granholm:  I think we will find a bigger need for funding and services.

Comm.

Steele
I hope that Comm. Jones will review the discussion relative to Sage Hill in the June 8th meeting minutes.  That was quite a discussion between the developer and township.  


Please recall that the BOC is to provide direction to the question of sidewalks on Mount Rose Ave in York Township for the PennDOT enhancements.  The only thing we have from PennDOT is an unofficial drawing that was labeled ‘for study purposes only’.  We are to respond by September 1, 2010.


I was impressed at the turnout for movie night in York Township Park.  I went to the Jurassic Park last week and I was amazed at the number of people there.  I understood that we have several citizens that come to all of the movies that we have.  It’s a great program for families and it’s free.
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S AGENDA – Elizabeth Heathcote

Snow
Reimbursement



We received the funds from FEMA for the snow storm in February in the amount of $54,021.48.

EMA

Expenses
Kathy Dellinger, EMA, has registered for a statewide conference.  She is requesting to be paid for mileage to date for traveling that she has done on behalf of York Township EMA.

On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the board agreed to reimburse Ms. Dellinger for mileage to the state conference.
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Vote 5 yes.

House

Bill 

2431

Res. 10-18
On motion of Comm. Steele, seconded by Comm. Silberstein, Resolution 2010-18 opposing legislation to eliminate townships was approved. Vote 5 yes.

MOU

YCCD
On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the MOU with YCCD was approved with the addition of ‘if permitted by law’ inserted at the beginning of #13.  Vote 5 yes.

PUBLIC WORKS AGENDA – Scott DePoe

Wyntre

Brooke
On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the board approved the request for a traffic and engineer study for speed limit on Wyntre Brooke Drive.  Vote 5 yes.

Honey

Valley Rd.
Mr. Rehab will be installing cured in place pipe lining (approximately 2800 lf) in the clay pipe on Honey Valley Road.  This repair will remove a significant amount of infiltration to the gravity systems that feeds directly into our largest pumping station.

Chestnut

Ridge

Basin
Vito Spagnola will be offering the stormwater basin at Chestnut Ridge after the installation of a discharge pipe system that will route the basin water underground through Schaefer Flowers property.

RECREATION AGENDA – Debra Hatley

Fireworks
Debra advised that there was a huge attendance at the fireworks display on July 2nd.  With the donations and the revenue from the 5K race, she brought in about $2800 toward the $3000 show.


Comm. Knepper:  Thank you for the fireworks.  I hope we will continue with that.


Comm. Granholm:  I received several comments, it was a great show.
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Stump
The final payment on the ARRA funds will be made soon.

Newsletter
The deadline for the Sept. – Dec. newsletter is July 30th.

Movie

Tickets
York Township Recreation will be selling two levels of tickets for Franks Theater.  We will make 25¢ per ticket.

ENGINEERING AGENDA – Jeff Sholly

Russell’s

Hollow

P10-4-2
Plan represented by owner, Clark Drenning and Joe Guerney, First Capital Engineering. On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the plan was approved with the following conditions or modifications:

1.  All conditions on the letter from Jeff Sholly, York Township Engineer, dated July 9, 2010 shall be met.
2. The York Township Engineering Department shall be provided an electronic file prior to recording.

3. A check in an amount to be determined by the Assessment Office and Recorder of Deeds Office shall be received by the York Township Engineering Department prior to recording.

4.  All invoices to be paid prior to recording.

Vote 5 yes.

Druck Farm

P20-5-1
Plan presented by owner, George Druck and Lee Faircloth, Gordon Brown & Associates.  On motion of Comm. Knepper, seconded by Comm. Silberstein, the plan was approved with the following conditions or modifications:

1.  All conditions on the letter from Jeff Sholly, York Township Engineer, dated July 9, 2010 shall be met.

2. The York Township Engineering Department shall be provided with an electronic file prior to recording.
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3. A check in an amount to be determined by the Assessment Office and Recorder of Deeds Office shall be received by the York Township Engineering Department prior to recording.

4. All invoices to be paid prior to recording.

5. Waivers granted for the following:

a. Section 402.C.1 existing contours; deferred until future subdivision and/or land development
b. Section 402.C.5 steep slopes

c. Section 403.E.3.a stormwater management report; deferred until future subdivision and/or land development

d. Section 602.A.7 road improvements; deferred until future subdivision and/or land development with 6 months statement

e. Section 603.B.1 sidewalks; deferred until future subdivision and/or land development with 6 months statement

f. Section 603.C.1 curbs; deferred until future subdivision and/or land development

Vote 5 yes.

Time

Extensions
On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, P2008-6-1 Paul and Grace Knepper, was given a 90 day extension.  Vote 4 yes, 1 abstain (conflict of interest statement in minute book for Comm. Knepper).


On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Granholm, P209-1-1 for MMM Investment (Marino) the plan was given a 90 day extension and in the future a letter must be received stating reason for the extension.  Vote 5 yes.
SOLICITOR’S AGENDA – Attorney Steve Hovis

Res. 10-19

Miller

Plant

Farm
On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Knepper, Resolution 2010-19 Deeds of Dedication for Miller Plant Farm were approved.  Vote 5 yes.
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Executive

Session
The board went into executive session to consider the sale of township property.

Crossway

Property 
On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the board directed the solicitor to readvertise the sale of the properly along Leader Heights Road with a minimum bid of $35,000. Vote 5 yes.

State

Budget
Solicitor Hovis advised that the municipalities received an alert regarding SB 1042, which was inserted in the state budget, which will automatically extend most state and municipal development permits, authorizations and agreements until July 2, 2013.  This extension period applies to any permit, authorization, approval, or agreement that was approved prior to December 31, 2008 and would have expired during the extension period.

Solicitor Hovis advised that the bill is 131 pages and his office will be reviewing to see what impact this may have on York Township plans and approvals.


On motion of Comm. Silberstein, seconded by Comm. Jones, the board wants a letter written to the legislators expressing their extreme displeasure at this being inserted at the twenty third hour and asking them to take action at the earliest time.  Vote 5 yes.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm.

            Secretary  

